FLEET  CANAL  AND  THAMES  QUAY
map,1 with special reference to the stretch from Bridewell
Dock to Puddle Dock, the Lord Mayor should be asked to go
with Wren and Hooke to obtain the King's approval. This
was to be exemplified by a grant under the great seal assuring
to the City all that it thought requisite for its purposes.2 All
this was successfully accomplished. The King was pleased
with the scheme, granted the City's requests, and authorized
the necessary letters patent.3 On December 4th, 1671, the
letters were sealed, and the scheme fully launched.4
The letters patent themselves are a rather barren document
confined strictly to essentials. They record the King's approval
of the 'Module forme or draught' of the quay as submitted by
the City and order that it shall be carried out accordingly. With
the proviso that the strip next to the new waterline is to be held
subject to the provisions of the second Act concerning the
quay, they then grant to the City 'ALL that our Ground and
Soyle whatsoever which is or shall or may bee taken in from
and out of our said River of Thames to the intent to make the
said line between London bridge and the Temple ,.. Uniforme
and Regular in such manner and forme according to the said
Module forme and Draught thereof hereunto annexed'. A
special clause excepts from the grant a strip of approximately
ninety feet in length between Paul's Wharf and Baynard's
Castle, which, it is declared, is intended for St. Paul's,5 and
with that the active section of the letters ends. Fortunately the
plan for the new water line, which was attached to the patent,
has escaped the fate of so many plans, and survives with them.
1 There are two drawings by Hooke in the British Museum, which may possibly
be the originals of this map. There is, however, nothing to identify them with it,
and they may equally well represent plans made at some other stage of the business of
the quay: (Add. MS. 5238, ff. 82, 83).
2 C.L.O., f. 60. The section specially mentioned was important because the Fleet
Canal works could not be finally drafted until it had been established.
3 P.R.O., S.P> Dom., Charles II, 293, Nos. 38-9.
4 The letters patent are in the comptroller's office at the Guildhall.  Transcripts
have been printed and the plan reproduced by Mr. S. Perks in Essays on Old London
(Cambridge, 1927) and The Water Line of the City of London after the Great Fire (1935).
6 In January 1672 the Dean of St. Paul's applied to the City suggesting that the
limits of this land should be agreed between them, and future disputes thereby
avoided. This was done: (C.L.O., 1671-74, f. av).
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